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Stiii'I II n Anperton. 2001. Urban Sanctuaries: Peaceful Havens for the City Gardener. 

(ISBN 0-88102-502-0, hbk.). Timber Press. Inc., 133 S.W Second Avenue, Suite 
450, Portland, OR 97204-3527, U.S. A. (.Orders: wvvw.tim berpres.s.coin, 
327-5680, 503-227-2878, 503-227- 
4 color plans, 4 b/vv plans, 8 1/2" x 1 1". 

Civaiing a "sanctuary ' is a popular topic, turniny, u|U iwiuentK' in the recent crop ol ^.ai'clcnini; lit 
erature British garden w ritcr Stephen Andorton shoux lurw \ou can create ;i peacelul oasis in a hectic 
environment. The emplutsis in Ih hiin Siiiu l luirics is on i he traditional backyard, but Anderton’s key 
conccpi.s will apply to smaller and more exotic areas as well. Aiii.lerion’s approach is a dowivto 

earth yei inspiring presentation of alternatives ranging Irom cutiiiig etlgc designs ol cool contem 

. 

porar\- pkdts to tainil) -oriented backyards and container gardens i hai make maximum use ot mini 
mum sj^ace. 

/\ndertons concejots remain constant througlioui his narraiiw. In l\irl (hic: I he Body oj (hr 
Cordrn he addresses 1 he 1 undamenial basicsol gaiilen design. What lypejull or partiakand timeol 
sun does the plot recei\'e? What ty[5e ol soW docs \'our garden lia\'e? W'hat plants or design elements 
are alreai^K’ there, and will you include them or not? \\1iat is your prelerred planting style: tradi 


tional. tropical, minimalist? Do \’ou want to incorpt^rate water leal tire? The scale ot plantings as 
well as waterandsoil suppliesmusi he considered caretully. To make it seem larger, the paceol mo\'e- 
ment through the area should be shnved and there must be a place to sit. which seems obivious, but 
during t he design stage the fact that eventually one will want to spend leisure time in ones garden is 
ol ten cn'erlooked. The broad scope of his vision encompasses all categoriesol stylist ic consirlerations. 


with the aim ot directing the reader to a design path best suited t(^ one's lundamentcd predilections 
B)' lo('>kingat inno\'ati\x' klcsigns lor varied st\ies ol urban gardens siuphen Anderion show's how' 
they can be adapted to create outdoor spaces that are not only imaginative but are also imbued wdth 
a mood (d peace and serenity. 

I\n [ Iw'o: I hr Spi nt o/ ihr Ccinlrn k^llowcs Aiulerton's musing on dil lerent gaixlen themes aiul 
ideas ol how' to make those themes a reality. He uses case studies to pnwide design sedutions com 
plete wuth diagrams lor gardens wdth magic w'iih nustery. the natural approach, devoted to water, 
minimalist style, and more. A selected (.lirectory, com plete wdth U.s liardincss zones, ol 71 plantsthat 
meet his criteria of those that are 'dough, casv to grow, and .. ha\'c a long season". Tlants selected 
range Irom trees to peiTuinials. 

A prominent personality in the; wevkUd Fmghsh gardening. Sle|dien bViulerton writesa Saturday 
column k^r ihr Ti nirs i kondon j aiul regularl v coni rihuies lo H()rl id ul( n re, [ hr Cjcirdrn, und Ciurt/cns 
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Ulus! rolrd. This unie|ue resource for the city dw'clier should appeal lo 
Irnni fiysJiUciniuil KrsrtUi h lust i( ii(r <)/ /c vus. /'(>rt Worlh. iXTolOl I hS.A. 
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